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GENERAL  STATEMENT 


Purposes  of 
10  per  cent 
fund. 


The  Fifty-eight  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 
passed  an  amendment  to  the  General  Education  Bill  increasing 
the  State  school  fund  from  25  to  33  1-3  per  cent  of  the  gross 
revenues  of  the  State.  This  amendment  not  only  increases  the 
State  school  fund  by  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually, 
but  it  modifies  the  method  of  distribution  of  several  portions-  of 
that  fund;  namely,  the  10  per  cent  equalizing  fund,  the  high 
school  fund  and  the  library  fund.  It  is  believed  that  these  modifi- 
cations will  result  in  a wiser  use  of  the  State  appropriation. 
The  attention  of  school  officials  is  called  to  the  special  provision 
of  the  law  in  regard  to  these  amendments  and  to  the  regulations 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education  for  the  distribution  of  the  fund 
over  which  it  has  charge.  This  money  belongs  to  the  public 
schools  of  the  State,  but  under  the  law  and  regulations  local 
authorities  must  comply  with  certain  conditions  before  they  can 
share  in  it.  If  they  meet  these  conditions  and  avail  themselves 
of  this  financial  help  from  *the  State,  it  is  believed  that  the  public 
school  system  will  be  re-directed  in  such  a way  as  to  serve  all 
the  people  of  the  State  much  more  satisfactorily. 

THE  TEN  PER  CENT  FUND. 

Section  2,  Chapter  23,  of  the  Public  Acts  of  1913,  deals  with 
the  ten  per  cent  fund,  and  is  as  follows : 

That  ten  per  cent  of  the  General  Education  Fund  provided 
by  this  Act  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  aside  as  a special 
fund  to  be  used  and  expended  for  the  purpose  of  more  nearly 
equalizing  the  common  schools  in  the  several  counties  of  the 
State ; also  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  introduction  of 
industrial  work,  including  agriculture,  home  economics,  manual 
training  and  kindred  subjects  in  county  elementary  schools  and 
providing  for  the  adequate  supervision  of  the  same ; also  for 
encouraging  the  establishment  of  consolidated  schools  where  prac- 
ticable with  provisions  for  transportation  facilities  where  neces- 
sary; the  same  to  be  distributed  among  the  various  counties  by 
the  State  Board  of  Education  in  accordance  with  provisions  here- 
in set  forth. 


Provided , That  before  any  county  shall  be  eligible  to  receive 
any  portion  of  this  io  per  cent  of  the  General  Education  Fund 
provided  by  this  Act,  it  shall  levy  for  public  schools,  including 
the  school  tax  levied  by  the  State,  and  excluding  taxes  for  public 
high  schools,  a tax  of  not  less  than  40  cents  on  the  $100.00  of 
taxable  property,  a tax  of  $2.00  on  each  taxable  poll,  and  all 
the  privilege  taxes  which  the  laws  of  the  State  permit  counties 
to  levy  for  school  purposes. 

Provided  further,  That  in  any  county  where  a supervising 
teacher  or  a supervisor  of  any  number  of  elementary  schools, 
or  a supervisor  of  industrial  work  in  county  elementary  schools 
is  elected  by  the  County  Board  of  Education  and  funds  are  pro- 
vided in  said  county  to  pay  said  supervisor,  the  State  Board  of 
Education  shall  be  authorized  to  supplement  the  same  by  an 
amount  not  exceeding  what  is  paid  by  the  County  Board  of 
Education ; provided,  that  said  supervisors  shall  be  approved  by 
the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction ; and  provided 
further,  that  two'  such  payments  by  the  State  to  one  county  shall 
not  be  allowed  until  one  payment  is  made  in  every  county  comply- 
ing with  the  requirements  and  making  application  within  any 
one  year ; the  time  for  applying  for  State  help  to  be  fixed  by  the 
State  Board  of  Education. 

Provided,  further,  That  when  any  County  Board  of  Educa- 
tion shall  establish  a consolidated  school  with  as  many  as  three 
or  more  teachers  and  provision  is  made  for  transporting  the 
pupils  dependent  upon  such  school  for  educational  facilities  who 
reside  further  than  two  and  one-half  miles  therefrom,  the  State 
Board  of  Education  may  assist  said  school  by  appropriating  to 
its  maintenance  a reasonable  amount  out  of  the  funds  provided 
oHs^this  Section  of  this  Act ; provided,  the  building  and  equipment 
of  said  school  shall  measure  up  to  the  standard  set  by  State  Board 
cA  of  Education ; and  provided,  further , that  not  more  than  one 
' school  in  any  county  shall  be  thus  aided  in  any  one  year  until 
at  least  one  school  in  every  county  making  application  in  that 
-j  year  shall  have  been  aided ; and  provided  that  the  time  for  making 
such  application  for  State  aid  -shall  be  fixed  by  the  State  Board 
of  Education. 

Provided,  further,  That  any  portion  of  the  10  per  cent  of 
the  General  Education  Fund  provided  by  this  Act  and  this  Sec- 
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tion  of  this  Act  not  otherwise  disposed  of  in  any  year  shall  be 

used  to  equalize  the  Common  Schools  in  the  various  counties, 

and  shall  be  distributed  by  the  State  Board  of  Education  among 

the  counties  according  to  their  educational  needs,  as  determined 

by  reliable  data  filed  in  the  office  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  \ 

Public  Instruction. 

THE  ACT  AUTHORIZING  CONSOLIDATION  AND 
TRANSPORTATION  AND  THE  EMPLOYMENT 
OF  SUPERVISORS. 

There  has  been  some  question  raised  in  times  past  as  to 
the  authority  of  school  boards  to  provide  public  transportation 
for  school  children  and  to  employ  supervisors  of  county  schools 
and  organizers  of  industrial  work  therein.  One  of  the  first  acts 
passed  by  the  Fifty-eight  General  Assembly  dealt  withi  this  mat- 
ter, so  that  there  can  be  no  longer  any  doubt  as  to  the  legality 
of  such  action. 

It  is  hoped  that  County  Boards  of  Education  will  exercise 
this  authority  whenever  possible  and  enter  upon  these  new  move- 
ments to  improve  county  school  systems. 

Chapter  4,  Public  School  Acts  of  1913,  is  here  given  in  full: 

AN  ACT  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  improve  the  public  school  sys- 
tem of  the  State  by  authorizing  Boards  of  Education  to  con- 
solidate schools,  provide  for  the  public  transportation  of 
pupils,  and  to  employ  Supervisors. 

Section  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  That  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  County 
Board  of  Education  or  the  County  High  School  Board  of  Edu- 
cation in  any  county  of  the  State  that  the  efficiency  of  the  public 
schools  would  be  improved  thereby,  said  Boards  of  Education 
shall  have  full  power  and  are  hereby  granted  authority  to  con- 
solidate two  or  more  schools. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  by  reason  of 
such  consolidation  a sufficient  number  of  children  is  situated 
too  far  away  from  such  schools  to  attend  without  transportation, 
said  Boards  of  Education  are  hereby  authorized;  and  empowered 
to  make  provision  for  the  transportation  of  said  pupils  that  reside 
too  far  away  from  said  school  to  attend  without  transportation, 


and  to  pay  for  same  out  of  the  respective  school  funds  of  the 
county  in  which  such  children  reside. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  Boards  of  Education 
are  hereby  given  authority  to  employ  Supervisors  of  Schools, 
whose  duties  shall  be  to  assist  County  Superintendents  of  Public 
Instruction  in  organization,  gradation  and  supervision  of  the 
public  schools  of  the  county  and  the  organization  of  industrial 
work;  and  to  pay  for  same  out  of  the  respective  school  funds 
of  the  county.  Provided,  That  such  supervisors  of  schools  shall 
be  persons  of  known  ability  to  supervise  the  work  of  other 
teachers  and  shall  have  the  equivalent  of  a high  school  education. 

Provided,  further,  That  Supervisors  of  Elementary  Schools 
shall  hold  an  elementary  certificate  of  the  First  Grade,  and 
Supervisors  of  High  Schools  shall  hold  a High  School  Certificate 
of  the  First  Grade. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws 
in  conflict  with  this  Act  be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  repealed, 
and  that  this  Act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  the 
public  welfare  requiring  it. 

REGULATIONS  GOVERNING  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
THE  TEN  PER  CENT  FUND. 

The  State  Board  of  Education  under  .the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 2,  Chapter  23,  Public  Acts  of  1913,  which  is  printed  above, 
is  authorized  to  distribute  the  Ten  Per  Cent  Fund,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  that  law  has  adopted  the  following  regulations  govern- 
ing its  distribution : 

Whereas,  by  Section  2,  Chapter  23,  Acts  of  1913,  the  State 
Board  of  Education  is  authorized  to  encourage  the  appointment 
of  supervisors  of  county  elementary  schools  or  organizers  of 
industrial  work  therein,  and  to  encourage  the  establishment  of 
consolidated  schools  with  transportation  of  pupils  by  appropria- 
tion out  of  the  Ten  Per  Cent  Fund  provided  in  said  section  of 
said  Act  for  purposes  aforesaid; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED : 

1.  That  the  State  Board  of  Education  will  supplement  the  sal- 
ary of  any  supervisor  of  country  schools  or  organizer  of  indus- 
trial work  elected  by  the  County  Board  of  Education  and  ap- 
proved by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  to  an 
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amount  equal  to  one-half  of  what  said  supervisor  receives  from 
the  county ; provided,  that  no  payment  will  be  made  out  of  said 
fund  unless  a minimum  of  $200  is  paid  from  local  sources  and  that 
the  maximum  amount  paid  by  the  State  to  any  one  supervisor 
will  be  $500;  provided,  further,  that  not  more  than  one  super- 
visor from  any  county  shall  receive  pay  out  of  State  fund  in  any 
one  year  until  one  such  payment  is  made  to  every  county  comply- 
ing with  the  requirements  and  making  application. 

2.  That  when  any  County  Board  of  Education  shall  estab- 
lish a consolidated  school  with  as  many  as  three  or  more  teachers 
and  provision  is  made  for  transporting  the  pupils  dependent  upon 
such  schools  for  educational  facilities  who  reside  further  than 
two  and  a half  miles  therefrom,  the  State  Board  of  Education 
will  assist  such  school  by  appropriating  thereto  an  amount  equal 
to  one-fourth  of  the  sum  expended  by  the  county  in  its  construc- 
tion and  in  addition  thereto  an  amount  sufficient  to  buy  one  school 
wagon  for  transportation  purposes  to  said  school ; provided,  that 
the  State  Board  will  not  appropriate  to  any  one  school  more  than 
$i,ooo;  provided,  further,  that  any  school  wagon  purchased  out 
of  State  funds,  not  regularly  used  by  the  County  Board  of  Edu- 
cation for  transportation  of  school  children,  shall  revert  to  the 
State;  and  provided,  further,  that  not  more  than  one  school 
in  any  county  shall  be  thus  aided  in  any  one  year  until  at  least 
one  school  in  every  country  making  application  in  that  year  shall 
have  been  aided. 

3.  That  for  the  school  year  ending  June  30,  1914,  not  more 
than  $10,000  of  the  Ten  Per  Cent  Fund  shall  be  used  to  supple- 
ment the  salary  of  supervisors  and  not  more  than  $15,000  of 
said  fund  shall  be  used  to  encourage  consolidation  and  transporta- 
tion, and  that  all  applications  for  State  aid  under  these  regula- 
tions shall  be  filed  with  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction on  or  before  August  of  school  year. 

4.  That  that  part  of  the  Ten  Per  Cent  Fund  not  used  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid  or  for  supplementing  the  salaries  of 
County  Superintendents  as  provided  in  Section  4,  Chapter  264, 
Acts  1909,  shall  be  used  to  equalize  school  conditions  in  the 
various  counties ; provided  that  this  part  of  said  fund  shall  be 
apportioned  among  counties  which  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  and  that  State  aid  be  given  with  a view  of  securing 


as  nearly  as  possible  a minimum  school  term  of  six  months  in 
every  county ; provided,  further,  that  in  the  distribution  considera- 
tion be  taken  of  efforts  and  action  on  part  of  local  authorities 
\ for  the  improvement  of  their  schools. 

THE  STATE  HIGH  SCHOOL  FUND. 

j Section  3,  of  Chapter  23,  Acts  of  1913,  makes  a change  with 

reference  to  the  distribution  of  the  high  school  fund.  This  change 
does  not  affect  the  existing  method  of  apportionment  to  county 
high  schools,  which  provides  that : 

“All  qualified  public  county  high  schools  may  receive  assist- 
ance from  the  fund  provided  by  this  Act  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  money  received  by  the  several  schools  from  other 
sources  and  expended  annually  for  the  payment  of  teachers’ 
salaries  and  incidentals,  not  including  permanent  improvements 
of  grounds  or  buildings ; provided  that  no  county  shall  receive 
more  than  a one-fiftieth  part  of  the  total  fund  provided  by  this 
Act  for  that  year,  and  that  no  one  school  shall  receive  from  this 
fund  more  than  one-third  the  amount  received  from  other  sources 
and  expended  in  that  year  for  its  maintenance,  not  including  any 
amount  expended  for  permanent  improvement.” 

Every  county  has  not  levied  a special  high  school  tax  so  that 
under  the  general  law  a considerable  portion  of  the  State  High 
School  Fund  has  not  been  utilized  for  high  school  purposes. 
The  former  Act  has  been  amended  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  year  so  as  to  allow  the  unused  portion  of  said  fund  to  be 
devoted  to  the  encouragement  of  industrial  work  in  County  High 
Schools. 

AMENDMENT  MAKING  AVAILABLE  UNUSED  POR- 
TION OF  STATE  HIGH  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Section  3,  Chapter  23,  Public  Acts  of  1913,  is  as  follows: 

Sec.  3 Be  it  further  enacted,  That  Section  5,  of  said  Chapter 
of  said  Act  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  last  part  of  said  Sec- 
’ tion  5 beginning  with  the  words  “shall  revert,”  and  substituting 

therefor  the  following  words : “shall  be  used  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  State  Board  of  Education  for  the  purpose  of  stimulat- 
ing and  encouraging  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  de- 
partments of  industrial  work,  including  agriculture,  home  eco- 
nomics, manual  training  and  kindred  subjects,  and  also  for  the 
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purpose  of  equalizing  the  high  schools  of  the  various  counties ; 
provided,  that  if  in  any  county  levying  a tax  for  high  school 
purposes  at  the  highest  rate  permitted  by  law'  for  that  purpose, 
the  proceeds  of  said  levy  do  no  amount  to  as  much  as  two  thou- 
sand ($2,000.00)  dollars  in  any  year,  the  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion shall  apportion  to  the  high  school  fund  of  said  county  out 
of  the  State  high  school  fund  provided  in  Section  5,  Chapter  264, 
Acts  of  1909,  the  amount  necessary  to  make  a high  school  fund 
of  two  thousand  ($2,000.00)  dollars  for  said  county  for  said 
year.” 

In  accordance  with  the  law,  the  State  Board  has  adopted 
the  following: 

REGULATIONS  GOVERNING  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE 
HIGH  SCHOOL  FUND  FOR  PURPOSES  OF 
INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION. 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  the  estimate  of  the  State  High 
School  Inspector  that  the  State  Board  of  Education  will  have 
at  its  disposal  $50,000  for'  the  purpose  of  stimulating  and  en- 
couraging the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  departments  of 
industrial  work  in  county  high  schools,  as'  provided  in  Section  3, 
Chapter  23,  Acts  of  1913;  therefore, 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  to  counties  that  maintain  at  least  one 
first-class  high  school  the  State  Board  of  Education  will  furnish 
out  of  the  fund  above  referred  to  for  the  maintenance  and  equip- 
ment of  departments  of  agriculture,  or  domestic  science,  or 
manual  training,  or  related  work,  an  amount  equal  to  that  which 
the  county  furnishes  for  such  purposes  up  to  a maximum  of 
$1,500. 

Be  it  Further  Resolved,  That  counties  receiving  this  assistance 
must  comply  with  all  the  regulations  of  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation with  reference  to  purchase,  equipment,  licensing  teachers 
and  following  the  course  of  study  prescribed. 

STATE  LIBRARY  FUND. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  change  in  the  law  with  reference 
to  the  fund  for  encouraging  the  establishment  of  school  libraries. 
A director  has  been  elected  to  take  charge  of  the  library  work 
and  she  will  give  her  entire  time  to  it.  Under  the  new  law  the 


State  makes  a more  liberal  donation  to  schools  for  library  pur- 
poses as  is  seen  below. 

LAW  WITH  REFERENCE  TO  LIBRARIES. 

That  one  per  cent  of  the  General  Education  Fund  provided 
by  this  Act  shall  be  used  to  encourage  and  assist  in  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  libraries  in  the  public  schools  as  herein 
provided. 

Whenever  the  patrons  and  friends  of  any  public  school  in 
any  county  in  the  State  shall  raise  by  private  subscription  or 
otherwise,  and  tender  to  the  County  Trustee  through  the  County 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  or 
more  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a library  for  that 
school,  or  for  supplementing  a library  already  established,  said 
County  Superintendent  shall  notify  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  and  upon  the  certificate  of  the  State  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
shall  pay  to  the  Trustee  of  said  county  out  of  the  fund  herein 
provided  a sum  equal  to  that  raised  by  private  subscription  or 
otherwise  to  be  added  to  the  library  fund  of  said  school. 

Provided,  That  the  State  will  appropriate  not  more  than 
forty  dollars  for  this  purpose  to  any  one  school  during  a single 
year. 

Provided,  further,  That  the  State  Board  of  Education  shall 
have  the  power,  and  the  same  is  hereby  authorized  to  employ 
a Director  of  Library  Extension  at  a salary  of  not  exceeding 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  a year,  with  necessary  traveling  expenses 
as  fixed  by  the  State  Board  of  Education,  all  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  library  fund  as  herein  provided. 

The  said  Director  of  Library  Extension  shall  have  an  office 
in  the  office  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
and  shall  work  under  his  general  supervision.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Director  of  Library  Extension  to  encourage  and 
stimulate  the  establishment  of  libraries,  especially  in  public 
schools;  to  prepare  selected  lists  of  books  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  various  schools  from  the  list  approved  by  the  State  Board  of 
Education ; to  render  such  assistance  as  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation may  require  in  the  preparation  of  general  school  library 
lists;  to  visit  teachers’  institutes  and  other  educational  and  com- 
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munity  meetings  in  the  interest  of  library  extension  and  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  instruction  in  the  selection,  care  and  use  of 
libraries,  to  assist  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion in  preparing  Reading  Circle  Courses  for  public  school 
teachers  and  pupils;  and  to  perform  such  additional  duties  as 
the  State  Board  of  Education  may  prescribe. 

That  the  last  paragraph  of  Section  6 of  Chapter  264  of  the 
Acts  of  1909  be  amended  so  as  to  read,  One-fifth  of  the  amount 
accruing  annually  for  libraries  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  circulating 
libraries  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Library. 


County  school  officials  desiring  to  make  application 
for  any  of  these  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  State  Board 
of  Education  should  communicate  with  the  State  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


